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with respect; so he took the two lads to Court, and bade them sing this tale that has just been told. And lo ! both boys were as like Rama as peas in one pod, and all the Court noticed it. Then Rama, doubt in his heart, asked:
" Whose sons be these ? " And Valmiki answered:
" They be Sita's sons, and their father is he whom they resemble and recite."
Then Rama knew that it was true, and his heart became as water with desire to have Sita once more. Yet could he not forget the evil tongues that had slandered her; so he said:
" 0 Reverend One, I believe what thou sayest. I believe that Sita is spotless and that these be my sons; yet must rumour be allayed. Thus if Sita will come before me and give proof of her virtue to the world here, as she did at Lanka, then will I take her back."
Now Valmiki/though he was very wise and though he knew that Sita was no ordinary woman, promised that she should come on the morrow and swear her innocence before the assembled multitude.
So he returned to the hermitage and told Sita what was required of her. And looking at him fixedly, she said :
" Yea !  I will go before the people."
Now on the morrow, great was the concourse of people to see Sita prove her purity. And the lists were gay with flags and garlands, and sweet spices filled the air. And the King amid his courtiers awaited Sita impatiently; for though he would not yield his honour so much as the fourth part of a farthing, he was still desiring Sita's return.
Now she entered the Assembly very calm, very

